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An Account of the Religious Societies at Edinburgh 
Jinifhed. 


OW beautiful and refrefhing is it,my dear Friend,to 

hear of fo many following after the defpifed Jesus ? 

Should we not take it as a Token for Good, that 

young Ones, inftead of {pending their fpare Hours in idle vain 

and unprofitable Play, donow aflemble and join in calling 
upon the Lorp. 

Is it not a good Sign to hear many poor foolifh Virgins (in- 
ftead of being employed in the Vanities of the generality of 
their Sex) meeting together for Prayer ; and many prodigal 
Youths, inftead ar Revelling and Drunkennefs, Chambering 
and Wantonneis, now breathing after the Knowledge of 
Jesus Curist, and him crucified ? Oh! that the Lord 
would more and more exert his almighty Power amongeft us. 

I in the Name of the whole Societies, do earneftly beg the 
help not only of your Prayers, but of the praying Societies 
in Glaf/gow, that we may all know Jefus Chrift, and the 
Power of his glorious RefurreGtion, and that we may glory 
in nothing fave in the Crofs of Chriit. 

I am, Dear Sir, 


your very affectionate Servant, 
Edinb. Aug. 8. 1743. 


N.B.There are feveral otherSocieties for Prayer near about 
thisCity profpering very weil, which Conveniency can’t now 
allow me to enumerate ; and altho’ Vice much abounds, yet 
I hope Piety will prevail, andChrift wear his own dear-bought 
Crown amongft us. Adieu. G. M. 
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274 Religious Societies at Edinburgh. 


The fecond Letter, and which is refer’d to in the preceeding 
is from Mr. A. Bowre to Air. Muire. 


Sir, Edinb. Aug. 6. 174% 
| AS you defire a fhort Account of the two Societies 1 am coti- 

cerned in, I fhall give it ina very few Words : They 
confift of twenty five or twenty fix Members each, and except 
avery few, are all Perfons whofe Concern about Religion be- 
gan in the late Awakening. 

I never faw the Ends of fuch Societies anfwered near fo 
well as among thefe, I think I may fafely declare that I was 
never Witnets to fo much of real Chriftian Exercife among 
any Perfons [have known as I have obferved to my great 
Satisfaction among moft of them. Its moft amazing to ob- 
ferve how much fome of them who at their fidtConcern were 
brutifhly ignorant of every thing good, have now made fuch 
Advances in Knowledge that they excel thofe who were for- 
merly far before then. The,Concern about their own Salva- 
tion is not only remarkable, but the abiding Earneftnefs they 
fhow in their Prayers for the Increafe of the Redcemer’s 
Kingdom is moft defireable, and the Care they fhow in 
watching over one another is one convincing Evidence of their 
brotherly Love, and true Chriftian Tendernefs. I might fay 
a great deal more, but muft conclude, becaufe I cannot give 
a particular Account without exceeding due Bounds. 
lam, &c. <A. Bowre. 





The five following Letters relate to the Reception, Mini- 
ftrations and Succefs of the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, (in 
bis firft Vifit toScotland in theSummer and Fall 1741.) 
at the three principal Cities of Edinburgh, Glafgow, 
and Aberdeen , which would have been inferted before 
had we received them foonér, and are too material to be 
omitied. 


E-xtraé of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, printed 
in the Glafgow Weekly Hiftory, No. 4 
Edinburgh, Aug. 14. 1741. 
My, dear Brother, 
T would make yourHeart leap for Joy to be nowatL£dinburgh. 
! queftion whether there are not upwards of three Hundred 
in 
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in this City feeking after Jesus every Morning. I have a 
conftant Levee of wounded Souls, and many quite flain by 
the Law. God’s Power attends me continually, juftas when 
I left London. Atfeven in the Morning we have a {weet 
Lecture in the Fields, attended not only by the commen Pes- 
ple, but by Perfons of great Rank. I have Reafon to think 
feveral of the latter Sort are coming to Jesus. Little Chji- 
dren alfo are’much wrought upon--- O my dear Brother, 1 
am quite amazed when I think what God has wrought here 
ina Fortnight. Our Congregations confift of many Thou- 
fands. Never did I fee fo many Bibles, nor People look into 
them with more Attention. Plenty of Tears flow from their 
Eyes, and their Concern appears various Ways: | preach 
twice daily, and expound at a private Houfe at Night, and am 
employed. in fpeaking to Souls in Diftrefs a great Part of the 
Day. 

Dear Brother Harris ever ever yours G. IV. 


Extraé of a Letter from Mr. E. A----n of Heriots Hofpital 

in Edinburgh, printed in theGlafgow W cekly Hiftory, No. 15. 

December 8. 1741. 
To Mr. Whitefield. 
T is with Pleaiure I can now inform you that fuch has been 
the Behaviour of the Boys in this Ho/pital ever fince they 
had the Opportunity of attending your Sermons, and particu- 
larly fince that Time you fpoke with them in the Hofpital, 
that it is evident to every one that takes Notice of them that 
there is a very confiderable Change in their Lives. An exter- 
nal Reformation prevails among them a//; and I hope God 
has wrought effectually upon the Hearts of many of them. 

It would furely be rude'to take up your Time with a parti- 
cular Narration of the many pleafant Circumftances of their 
Conduct, fince you left us. ButI cannot omit to tell you 
that one Night a Number of them came to my Room, and 
entertained me with very agreable Converfation, and gather- 
ing from their Talk and Behaviour that they had fomething to 
fay concerning their Souls, I defired them to lay afide their 
Bathfulnefs, and fpeak frecly ; fo they began to acquaint me 
with their Grievances. One faid, / am troubled with ill 
Thoughts when I pray ; fuch Thoughts as I fearGod will be angry 
with. Another faid, J think it is an exceeding difficult Thing to 
believe in Jesus Curist. J can believe that Chrif? is the Son 
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of Ged and Saviour of loft Sinners, but O itis hard to believe he 
is my Saviour in particular : The reft faid, Their Cafes were 
much the fame. 1 {poke a little to them as I could, and as 
Gop afifted me, and when we parted they went away into 
the School Chamber, and {pent much of that Night in Prayer 
and reading Gop’s Word, infomuch that | thought my felf 
er to cali at the Door and defire them to break up their 

Mecting for that Time, the Night. being very cold ; and be- 
fore many Days had pafled they favoured me with the'agrea- 
ble News that they had ina great Meafure got above their 
Fears. And to this Day they continue frequent and fervent 
in Prayer to God for theenfelves and for all Men; and not 
onlv thofe few, but almoft all our Boys feem to be in love 
with their Bibles, and to delight in Prayer. 

Ihave frequently taken a Courfe through their Rooms at 
ten and eleven o’Clock at Night, and found great Numbers 
in Raptures of Devotion, fome in Company together, and 
others fecretly by themfelves,and this is their conftant Practice 
every Day ; the older Ones ‘teach the young Ones to pray 
not only by Example, but alfo by Advice and Inftruction. 

It was a common Thing for the: Boys in this Houfe to con- 
cecal the greateft Faults ; but now the Cafe is quite allered : 
The fmalleft flip is expofed & zealoufly complained of : they 
abhor Vice by whomfoever it is committed ; and dearly love 
every one who is called a true Chriftian. 

The other Ho/pitals and they, now live in great Friendfbip and 
Love,delighting to talk of the Goodnefs of Gop to loft Sin- 
ners : whereas formerly they were too often falling out. 

Heriots Hofpital is now no more a Den of vitious a but 
a Bethel, for Gon is worfhiped there. 


Extra? of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. A. Wrenster, 
one of the Minifters of the City of Edinburgh, to the 
Rev. Mr.G. Wuirerien.n, printed in tbe Glalgow 
Weekly Hiftory, No. 17. 

Rev'd and dear Sir, Abril 20. 1742. 

7 Nowing that many are careful to inform you from Time 

to Time what pafies here, I have hitherto delayed anf- 
wering your moft acceptable Letter, until 1 fhould tell you 
with the greatef Certarnty what were the bisjfed Effet: of your 

Minittrations @rnsi eft us ; and can now aflure you that they 

were not more /urprtzing than dafing : I don’t know or hear 
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of any wrought upon by your Miniftry, but are holding on in 
the Paths of Truth and Righteoufne/s: ‘They feem poflefs’d of 
a truly Chrifian Spirit: Jesus is precious to their Souls ; 
and like the Morning Light they are advancing with encreaf- 
ing Brightnefs to the perfect Day. Religion in this finful 
City revives and flourifhes : Ordinances are more puntually 
attended : . People hear the ord with Gladnefs, and receive 
it in Faith and Love: New Meetings for Prayer and fpirituai 
Conference are erecting every where : Religious Converfation 
has banifh’d Slander and Calumny from feveral Tea-Tables ; 
and Chriftians are not afham’d to own their dear Lorn and 
Mafier: Praife is perfe€ted out of the Mouths of Babes and 
Sucklings ; and fome /rout-hearted Sinners captivated unte the 
Obedience of CHRIsT.--- 

I cannot eafily exprefs with what Pleafure I write thefe 
Things ; and doubtlefs they will give you no lefsJoy in reading 
them. Should not thefe Droppings of theDew of Heaven en- 
courage our Faith and Hope of a plentiful Effufion of the 
Spirit which will at once change our barren Wildernefs into 
a fruitful Field ? Should not this haften your Return that we 
may take fweet Counfel together, and enter into the Houfe 
of God in Company ? You are often on our Hearts---- We 
long to fee you Face to Face. May much of your great 
Maiter’s Prefence ever attend and come along with you. 

Believe me to be, deareft Sir, your aflured Friend, 
and affectionate tho’ unworth 
in the Work of the Gofpel. A. W---R. 


An Account of the Succefs of Mr.Whitefield’s Preaching 
at Glafgow in the Summer 1741. in a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. McCullock, Minifter of the Gofpel inCam- 
buflang ¢o the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, printed in the 
Glafgow Weekly Hiftory, No. 13. 


Sit is Matter of great Joy and Thankfulnefs to God,who 
fent you here, and yave you fo much Counténance, and 
fo remarkably crown’d your Labours when here at Gla/gow 
with Succefs ; fo Idoubt not but the following Account of 
the many Seals to your Miniftry in and about that City, will 
be very rejoycing to your Heart, as our glorious Redeemer’s 
Kingdom is fo much advanced, and the everlafting Happinefs 
ef immortal Souls promoted. 
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278 Glafgow im Scotland. 


Tam well informed by fome Minifters and other judicious 
and experienced Chriftians, that there are to the Number of 


50 Perfons already got Notice of in and about Gia/gow, that 


by all that can be judg’d by Perfons of the beft difcerning in 


{piritual Things, are favingly converted by the Blefling and. 


Power of God, accompanying your tenSermons in that Place, 
befides feveral others under Convi€tions, not reckon’d in this 
Number, whofe State remains as yet alittle doubtful. And 
befides feveral Chriftians of confiderable ftanding, who were 
much ftrengthned, revived, and comforted, by Means of 
hearing your Sermons ; being made to rejoyce in hope of the 
Glory of God, having attained the full Affurance of Faith. 

Among thofe lately converted, here are feveral young Peo- 
ple who were formerly openly wicked and flagitious, or at beft 
but very negligent as to {piritual Concerns, but are now in 
the Way of Salvation. Some young Converts are yet under 
Doubts and Fears ; but a confiderable Number of them have 
attained to Joy and Peace in believing. 

Several lately wrought upon in a gracious Way, feem to 
outftrip Chriftians of confiderable ftanding in fpiritual Mind- 
ednefs, and many other good Qualifications : and particularly 
in their Zeal for the Converfions of others, and Love to the 
Ordinances, without a Spirit of Bigotry or Party Zeal. 

Thefe Converts by your Miniftry are diicover’d from time 
to time ; a good many are but lately got Notice of that were 
not known before ; which was partly occafioned by their 
Convictions not being fo {trong and pungent at the firft as 
they proved afterwards, partly by the Difcouragement ‘they 
met with in the Families where they refided, and partly by 
the referv’d ‘Tempers of the Perfons themfelves, and their 
Bafhfulnefs, becaufe of their former Negligences and open 


_Enormities. ‘Thefe Things give Ground to hope there may 


be more difcovered afterwards that are not yet known. 

Befides thefe awaken’d by the Power of God accompany- 
ing your Sermons, there are others awaken’d fince that, by 
Means of the great vifible Change difcovered in their former 
intimate Acquaintance that were then converted, when they 
faw the Change fo remarkable, and the Effects fo abiding. 

Young Converts are exceeding active to promote the Con- 


verfion of others, efpecially their Relations and nearConcerns, 


W their Exhortations and Letters to diftant Friends in the 
Country, 
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Couwitty, and there are fome Inftances of the good Effects of 
thefe your Endeavours. 

They have all a great Love to one another, and all good 
Chriftians, and a great Sympathy with fuch of their Number 
as are under Doubts and Fears. Such of them as have not 
received Comfort, by their earneftand deep Concern, and 
clofe Attendance on the Means of Grace, are thereby Inftru- 
mental to exciteChriftians of older ftanding, to more diligence 
in Religion. 

Thefe, dear Brother, are a few Hints of fome of the moft 
remarkable Things, as to the Succefs of your Labours at 
Glafeow, by the divine Bleffing. May a rich and powerful, 
Blethng give a plentiful Increafe to them every where, where 


you come with the gladTidings of the great Salvation. With, 


great Refpectand Kfteem [ am, Reverend and dear Sir, 
Your affectionate Brother in the Work of the Gofpel, 


W-~mM.--C.----b. 


An Account of the Rev. Mr.Whitefield and bis Reception, 
Ministrations and Succefs at Aberdeen in aLetter from 
the Rev. Mr.Ogilvie one of the Minifters of thatCity, 
to a Perfon of Honour, printed in the Glaigow Weekly 
Hiftory, No. 238. 

Honoured Sir, Aberdeen, OSob. 3. 1741- 

Had the Honour of your’s by yefterday’s Poft ; and at your 

Defire fhall not refufe, (however muchRezfon I may have 
for declining to offer my Judgment or Opinicn in Things of 
this Nature,) to acquaint you freely of what I think of the 

Rev. Mr. Whitefield, or rather what is theOpinion of Perfons 

of more Acquaintance with the good Ways of God. 

He is, I believe, juftly efteemed, by all who are perfonally 
acquainted with him, an eminent /n/frument of reviving, in 


> 


thefe declining Times, a juft Senfe and Concern for the 
great Things of Religion. We have of late been much em- 
ploy’d, and a great Noife has been made about the &/fer AZat- 
ters of the Law: and are now much broken in Judgment 
about Things, many of which I muit own I do not under- 
ftand. The Cry has been and ftill continues loud -- Lo here 
is Chrif?, and Lo there! And now the Lord has raifed up 
this eminent Inftrument, froma Quarter whence we could 
not have expected it, to call us all to return to him, from 
whom, it is plain, we have deeply revolted. His being by 
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Education and Profeffion of a different Way, from what | 
cannot but think is moft juftly profefled among us, feems to 
me to add no {mall Weight to his Teftimony ; as does alfo 
his Age : The Lord by this is, as it were, attracting our 
Eyes and Attention to One, who, had he been formerly of 
us, would doutlefs like others be defpifed. And yet I cannot 
but look upon it asa fad Inftance of a departing God, that, in- 
ftead of Regard, he meets not only with Contempt, but with 
Oppofition alfo, from thofe who ought to a& a very different 
Part ---- Did he preach another Jesus, or anotherDoétrine, 
he ought juftly to be rejected : But this is not the Cafe. 

How furprifingly ftrange is the Conduct of thefe Minifters, 
eipecially of this Church, whooppofe him ! And yet this 
very Thing is advanced as anArgument againft him-- It is faid 
he advances nothing new ! and | allow it : This gives his 
Friends Joy. But thefe Reverend Gentlemen fhould mind, 
‘That there are two Things in Gofpel Ordinances, Purity and 
Power. ‘The fir? in Mercy we ftill have in fome good Mea- 
fure : Tho’ Complaints of the want of this are very open. 
But the /a/ we fadly confefs the want of ; and this is what 
attends the Gofpel difpenfed by im. And fure I am, that 
even the credible Report of it fhould much endear him to all, 
who with well to the Intereft of our dear, tho’ too unknown, 
and altogether lovely Lorp JEsus. 

His Calmne/s and Serenity under all he meets with, yea his 
‘Foy in Tribulation, is to me fo furprifing, that I often think, 
the Lord fent him to this Place in particular, to teach me 
how to preach, and efpecially how to fuffer. 

His Attachment to mo Party but to CHRIsT and true Grace 
alone, has long appeared to mea peculiar Excellency in him. 
Chriftianity has been long broken into fo many different Sects 
and Parties, that an honeft Pagan might juftly be at a Lofs, 
was he among us, where to find the Religion of Jesus. 

One now appears who loudly calls us (and whofe Voice the 
Lord feems to back with Power ) to look into the original 
Plan of that Religion we Profs. Sure nothing more juft, no- 
thing more reafonable. He tells us wherein the Kingdom of 
God does confift : And yet how fad is it he fhould be defpifed. 
Who knows but this may be the Lord’s laft Voice to us, be- 
fore he takes his Kingdom from us. 


( To be continued. ) 
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